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Update on the Franklin Expedition 
By Ann McMillan 

    

The whole world is a-twitter with news that one of Sir John Franklin’s lost 

ships (either the HMS Erebus or the HMS Terror) has finally been found!  

In true Canadian tradition, the expedition team that found it is made 

up of a multi-disciplinary partnership involving many public and private 

interests, all working together for a common goal.  Acting Regional 

Director, George Schlagintweit of the Canadian Hydrographic Service, 

a branch of Fisheries and Oceans Canada, is thrilled to have included 

members of his staff in this historic expedition.   For an insightful look 

into the role played by the Canadian Hydrographic Service, check out 

the following articles:  

 
www.insidehalton.com/news-story/4861921-burlington-s-scott-

youngblut-honoured-to-be-part-of-franklin-shipwreck-find/ 

 

www.thestar.com/news/canada/2014/09/09/the_star_with_the_frankli

n_search_how_the_franklin_wreck_was_finally_found.html 

 

www.thestar.com/news/world/2014/09/03/charting_canadas_waters_

a_painstaking_process.html 
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The ship has now been confirmed to be the Erebus! 
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Meet the Professor 
 
 

Paul LeBlond is a Canadian ocean scientist, born in Quebec City in 1938 and is now residing on 

Galiano Island, British Columbia. A graduate of McGill University and the University of British 

Columbia, LeBlond taught physics and oceanography at the University of British Columbia where 

he is now an emeritus professor. His work on ocean waves and currents has taken him to research 

institutes in Germany, France and Russia and was applied to practical problems through his 

industrial consulting activities and membership in fisheries conservation councils. In parallel to his 

academic work, he developed a keen interest in unidentified marine animals, inspired by the work 

of Bernard Heuvelmans.  He participated in the creation of the International Society of 

Cryptozoology in 1982 and was a co-founder the British Columbia Scientific Cryptozoology Club in 

1989. LeBlond is a Fellow of the Royal Society of Canada and of the Canadian Meteorological 

and Oceanographic Society as well as a foreign member of the Academy of Natural Sciences of 

     the Russian Federation. 

 

 

 

 

  

Who Owns the Pole? 
By: Paul LeBlond, Galiano Island, British Columbia 

 

Nobody yet.  Although some Arctic nations have expressed claims to the North Pole, recognized national jurisdictions are 

limited to 200 nautical miles exclusive economic zones: most of the Arctic Ocean remains “open sea”.  However, both 

Canada and Russia have long claimed sectors reaching all the way to the pole; more recently, Canada has extended its 

claim to include the pole itself. (Arctic Claim Will Include North Pole, Baird Pledges, Globe & Mail, Dec 9, 2013).   

 

Increased interest in mineral and oil resources, as well as the opening of new navigation routes in a warming Arctic, have 

generated a renewed concern for territoriality. Canada current leadership of the Arctic Council as well as enhanced 

scientific attention to the area, through programs like Arctic Net and Takuvik, have focused public interest on the Arctic 

regions.   

 

Jurisdictional disputes will hopefully be settled in time within the framework of UNCLOS and through collaboration within the 

Arctic Council. However, the idea of ownership or exclusive jurisdiction over the North Pole itself raises some interesting 

questions.  

 

What is the North Pole?    A point on the surface of the earth, where the axis of rotation of the planet meets the surface.   

Geographically, it‟s the point where the meridians meet.  A geometrical point has no area, so that ownership of the pole 

would presumably imply ownership of an area which surrounds it. Given competing claims, such ownership might well have 

to be shared.   

 

There is a further complication.  The North Pole is not always at the same place! Because the Earth is not a perfect sphere, it 

wobbles, like a top. The main wobble is the approx. 435 day „Chandler wobble‟ . Recent geophysical evidence suggests that 

it is due to motion of the crust of the Earth floating over the hot liquid mantle of the Earth's deep interior. In addition, there is a 

contribution from seasonal mass redistribution in the atmosphere and the oceans. Together, these effects produce a nearly 

periodic circling movement of the pole of about 10 m in diameter.  In addition, the pole is gradually shifting westward (by 20 

m since 1900) partly because of the melting of the Greenland ice sheet.   

 

So, ownership of the North Pole would necessarily include a sufficiently wide area around it to encompass its periodic 

wandering as well as its expected drift over a prolonged period.  A radius of a kilometer surrounding the current average 

position would amply suffice for a century.  

 

Rather than arguing over ownership of such a small area, Arctic nations might consider sharing it with the world for 

everyone‟s benefit by dedicating it to scientific research and setting up a North Polar observatory, a counterpart to the 

Amundsen-Scott South Pole Station.  The technical difficulty of establishing a permanent station in a seasonally ice-covered, 

deep-water location would of course present a significant challenge to human ability.  While the idea might seem visionary 

at this time, so would have been that of a South Pole station a hundred years ago.  It might be worth thinking about.  
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http://www.cmos.ca/
http://www.aslenv.com/
http://www.maritimeway.ca/
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VISIT the 

ARCTIC SIG at 

Arctic 

Change 2014 

Conference 

in Ottawa 

 
8-12 December 

  CHARS’ Canadian Meteorological and Oceanographic 

Society Newsletter Article 
 

Building a Research Station in Canada’s North 

 
The Canadian High Arctic Research Station (CHARS) will provide a year-
round, world-class facility for science and technology in Canada’s North. The 
Station, located in Cambridge Bay, Nunavut, will attract international scientists 
to work in Canada and engage Northerners in cutting-edge science and 
technology to address their needs in a changing North. 
 
Scientific work is already underway. An interim office has been set up and a 
resident chief scientist, Dr. Martin Raillard, has been appointed to facilitate 
operational management and to interface with the community. The first phase 
of work has begun with efforts focused on gathering information and 
establishing partnerships in the community, including with Nunavut Arctic 
College. The CHARS mandate specifies as a principle that the Station will 
work with Aboriginal peoples of Canada’s North and recognize the importance 
of Traditional Knowledge. As such, Northerners were involved in the 
development of the feasibility study and will continue to be engaged through 
their participation on advisory bodies, through community consultations and 
bilateral discussions.  
 
On August 23, 2014, Prime Minister Stephen Harper participated in a 
groundbreaking ceremony to launch the construction phase of CHARS. Site 
work has begun with the leveling the site, adding granular material and 
constructing the site’s roads. The construction of the infrastructure is expected 
to begin in the fall 2014 and continue for three construction seasons after that. 
Once completed, the station will provide a year-round presence in the region 
and anchor the network of research infrastructure across Canada’s North. 
 
Once CHARS is operational, the research, capacity-building and outreach 
activities will provide Northerners with skills and experience to better 
participate in the labour force, from mining and energy through natural 
resource and wildlife management, to health and life sciences. The Station 
will help to build the next generation of polar scientists, innovators, and 
managers, allowing Northerners’ to shift from identifying Northern issues to 
collaborating on finding solutions. 
 
CHARS will anchor a strong research presence in Canada’s Arctic to serve 
Canada and the world. By providing a better understanding of our northern 
environment, CHARS will help contribute to the overall quality of life for 
Northerners and all Canadians. This in turn will ensure the effective exercise 
of Canada’s sovereignty and stewardship over its Arctic lands, waters and 
resources. 
 
The Station is anticipated to open in 2017 to coincide with Canada’s 150th 
anniversary. 

 
For more information about CHARS, visit science.gc.ca/CHARS. 

 

 

http://www.science.gc.ca/default.asp?lang=En&n=45635FCD-1
http://pm.gc.ca/eng/news/2014/08/23/pm-launches-construction-new-canadian-high-arctic-research-station
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2015 Northern Science Award.  
The Northern Science Award is presented annually to an individual or a group who have made a significant 
contribution to meritorious knowledge and understanding of the Canadian North. In the spirit of the last 
International Polar Year (2007-2008) the Northern Science Award recognizes the transformation of 
knowledge into action.  
This year marks the 30th anniversary of the award, which comprises the Centenary Medal, which was 
created to commemorate the 100th Anniversary of the first International Polar Year, 1882-1883, and a prize 
of $10,000.  
The deadline for nominations is January 31st 2015  
 
Le Prix de la recherche scientifique sur le Nord  
La Commission canadienne des affaires polaires souhaite annoncer que la période de mise en candidature 
est maintenant ouverte pour l'édition 2014 du Prix de la recherche scientifique sur le Nord.  
Le Prix de la recherche scientifique sur le Nord est présenté chaque année à une personne ou à un groupe 
qui a apporté une contribution importante à la connaissance et à la compréhension du Nord canadien. Dans 
l’esprit de la dernière Année polaire internationale (2007-2008), le Prix de la recherche scientifique sur le 
Nord vise à souligner la transformation du savoir en action.  
Cette année soulignera le 30e anniversaire du prix, qui comprend la Médaille du centenaire, créée pour 
commémorer le 100e anniversaire de la première Année polaire internationale, 1882-1883, ainsi qu’une 
bourse de 10 000 $.  
 
La date limite de réception des candidatures est le 31 janvier 2015.  
 
Pour plus de renseignements, visiter le site Web de la Commission canadienne des affaires polaires à 
www.polarcom.gc.ca, ou communiquer avec : 
 
For more information, visit the website of the Canadian Polar Commission at www.polarcom.gc.ca, or 
contact: 

 
 Canadian Polar Commission | Commission canadienne des affaires polaires 
 (613) 943-8605 mail@polarcom.gc.ca 

 
 

https://twitter.com/ArcticSIG
http://www.linkedin.com/groups/Canadian-Meteocean-Group-6515104/about?report.success=8mIotYr6uguCQwBwQjU5x9nYZIRYqlL-LJvNfJ8JqI12nApmZf725C8YKVSRStWAvpLaGpUYq9FlW4pVvTGgFusEnAUeLsOVK6uaOAG0vl0RmzySPfFC48KJqHFhLsLSvs72VkXHKtHCQj3ZQfX24pyYZfNRmzGVZGv2VzjC1dUC9TXzZ8jRdjvtQzNCZyyZWkKC3gTYq9FtnCMZnpnC38yJWI0hmAG4lmOl508
https://www.cmos.ca/SIGs.html

